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appearance of these early people. The clay figurines we dis-
covered usually had some religious significance, and were
consequently naked. Some finds at Ur suggested tattoo-marks
on the shoulders and arms. They wore tall, bitumen wigs.
But most characteristic of all was the Al-Ubaid painted pottery,
which we have already mentioned. From our houses at
Uqair came fragments on which were painted the most spirited
pictures of animals and birds. Although quite ornamentally
conventionalized, and painted with a few deft sweeps of a
brush, their character was unmistakable. A leaping antelope
made a clear contrast to a trudging domestic beast; and the
birds varied from ducks to the familiar crane. A short-legged
spotted bird could, with a little imagination, be called a black
partridge.

The next cultural phase was revealed at Warka, east of
the Euphrates, where a German expedition had been excavat-
ing for some years. Warka is the site of almost the oldest
Sumerian city, whose name was Uruk, and at Leiden this
name was chosen for the second pre-dynastic period, in pre-
ference to the Biblical form of the name, Erech. At about the
same time Sir Leonard Woolley had been digging a deep pit
beneath the cemetery at Ur, in order to obtain the exact
stratification of these early remains. He was therefore able
to identify the finds which the Germans were making at
Warka as dating from a period directly following that of
Al-Ubaid. Of the evidence which led to this conclusion, the
most important of all was again pottery. At a certain point
in the' accumulated layers of debris, through which the Ur
sounding penetrated, the greenish Al-Ubaid pottery with its
painted designs in black stopped abruptly. For several
metres above not a single fragment of painted ware was to
be found, and, what was even more interesting, it had given
way to an entirely different and alien-looking pottery; red,
black or grey in1 colour, and with a burnished, or sometimes
even polished surface. This was precisely the character pf
the earthenware which the Germans were now finding at
Warka.

Yet their finds were by,no means limited to pottery. Many
important cultural innovations went with the burnished pot-
tery, and it was evident that the primitive marsh-dwellers of
the Al-Ubaid period were now left far behind. Architecture,